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Date of entry in Register: 

Name of applicant/court: 
Applicant to the Labelling Body: 
Title of Publication: 

Other Known Title(s): 
Director(s): 

Producer(s): 

Publisher: 

Author(s): 

Format: 

Country of Origin: 

Language (s): 


29 August 2003 

Denise Alexandra Ritchie 

Not Applicable 

I fucked your girlfriend 

Not Stated 

Not Applicable 

Not Applicable 

Not Applicable 

Not Applicable 

Apparel 

Not Stated 

English 


Components of film originally examined: Not Appl icable. 

Feature: 

Trailers: 

Excision/Alteration: Not Applicable. 


Running Time: 
Running Time: 

Total Running T ime: 


Reason(s) for Excision: 

Not Applicable. 
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Classification Decision: 


Unrestricted: Suitable for mature audiences 16 years of age and over. 

Display Conditions: 

Not Applicable. 

Descriptive Note: 

Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has not been given: 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The T-shirt containing the printed slogan / fucked your girlfriend is classified as: 
Unrestricted: Suitable for mature audiences 16 years of age and over. 

The garment is a white cotton T-shirt with the slogan "I fucked your girlfriend" printed 
across the front. The lettering is relatively small, and in an old fashioned typeface. 

The Classification Office agrees with both the applicant and the vendor that the 
garment is likely to appeal to, and be worn by, older teenagers and young adults. 

They are likely to be attracted to it because of its provocative humour and the socially 
transgressive nature of the text. 

The T-shirt is unsuitable for younger teenagers and children for a number of reasons. 
These reasons include the fact that New Zealand society generally shields children 
and younger teenagers from sexual ideas, including offensive sexual language. If a 
child or young person were to wear the T-shirt, many people would find the link 
between the wearer and the sexual message on the T-shirt to be unsettling or 
offensive. 

The purchase of garments for children and young teenagers is generally an issue for 
parental guidance. The Classification Office believes that it is unlikely that parents will 
buy this T-shirt for their children. This in turn reduces the risk of children and young 
persons wearing the T-shirt and causing public offence. 

Public display is inherent in the use of a T-shirt. Anyone who wears this T-shirt risks 
public disapproval. In this case, social control is a more effective means of regulation 
than the enforcement of a Classification Office decision. 
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Although the text on the T-shirt is considered likely to offend many people, after 
considering the criteria in s3(1) of the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification 
Act 1993, the Office considers that the T-shirt’s availability is unlikely to injure the 
public good. This is reflected in the garment's classification, along with the notion that 
it is not suitable for children and young teenagers. 


OFLC No: 300332 
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